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April is finally here! This 

month CCMGA starts with 

Lunch and Learn on April 2. 

Mallory Kelley will be teaching 

about tomatoes. She is very 

good. We end the month 

with the Plant Sale April 

26 and the AMG state con-

vention April 27-30 in Daph-

ne. 

 

I'm sure there will be these 

and other dates this month 

for events all through The 

Mud but here is a quick refer-

ence to some of them. 

 

April 2, Lunch & Learn; To-

matoes w/Mallory Kelley 

April 9, Wed. Monthly lunch-

eon.  Firebirds Wood Fired 

Grill @ Eastchase, 11:30 

April 12  Flora Fauna at Lan-

ark in Millbrook 

April 22, CCMGA monthly 

meeting  All About Irises w/

Don Nelson 

April 26, PLANT SALE! Fra-

zer 8-12  

April 27-30   AMGA State 

Conference, Daphne, AL 

 

Please sign up to work at the 

Plant Sale on April 26. We do 

not have enough volunteers 

working from 8-12.  

Karin has plenty of help load-

ing , hauling and cleaning up 

but she needs more peo-

ple  to help during the sale. 

Please get your name on the 

list to help during the sale. 

 

There is lots going on but 

there is still plenty of time to 

get some plants ready for the 

sale. Please don't wait until 

the last minute. 

 

We had a great field trip to 

Mobile for the flower show 

and botanical garden. The 

Mobile Master Gardeners had 

a nice reception for our 

group at the botanical garden. 

Thank you Lynne Kuhlmann, 

Katherine Pool and Nancy 

Ellis for a great trip !  We had 

50 people on the bus for a 

twelve hour day. Many interns 

did the field trip and the Edi-

ble Landscape program the 

day before. Everybody got 

lots of volunteer hours and 

CEUs too. 

 

The intern class is off to a 

great start. Janice Jackson and 

David Toellner have already 

completed the minimum 

hours necessary for interns. 

Nobody has done all their 

helpline days yet. There are 

many interns not far behind. 

Great job everybody! 

Thanks, 

Tom 

 enewsletter 

THOUGHTS FROM TOM Next Meeting  

Tues.  April 22nd 

9:30 Social 

10:00 Meeting 

Program 

“All About   Iris-

es”             w/ 

Don Nelson    
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March Meeting Minutes 

 

Janine Koslofsky 2011 

Secretary 

 

 

Tom called the meeting to order 

Janine Koslofsky did the Invocation 

There were no corrections to the 

Treasurer’s report or the minutes 

from last month. 

Terese Goodson introduced our 

speaker, Donnie Tomlin. Mr. Tomlin 

gave a program on Japanese Maples. 

His nursery is located on Wares Ferry 

Road. Call first before you visit 

334.277.2292. He sells his plants the 

1st Saturday of the month at Pepper 

Place in Birmingham and at the East 

Chase farmers market on Saturday 

mornings during the summer. His 

email is mapleman05@yahoo.com. 

Karin Carmichael reminded us to sign 

up for the various volunteer opportu-

nities for the Plant Sale on Saturday, 

April 26th. 

There was a sign-up sheet for the 

Help Desk. 

Elaine Barron read her motion to 

change the title to ‘Educational Events 

Committee’ (remove the word steer-

ing).  She also suggested we remove 

points 1 and 5 listed under that com-

mittee on page 46 of the 2014 Direc-

tory and add the following description. 

‘Provide educational programs and 

classes promoting horticulture and 

related topics and activities for Mont-

gomery County and surrounding com-

munities. The motion passed by a 

show of hands. 

Ann Oldham mentioned that the 

Church of the Holy Spirit has a special 

lunch on April 3rd. You buy a bowl for 

$25 and are served soup and bread 

for lunch. You get to keep the bowl 

and the funds go to the local Food 

Bank. 

Anna Owens announced that today 

was the last day to order aprons, 

shirts and vests.  

Mallory announced two pruning 

demonstrations. Please see the web-

site for details. 

Raffle and adjournment. 

84 attendees. 

Photos by 

Mac    

McLellan 
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Treasurer's Report March 2014     

 

 

 CAPITAL CITY MASTER GARDENER'S ASSOCIATION    

  Treasurer's Report thru March 25, 2014    

  

BEGINNING BALANCE              $15,296.75  

 Petty Cash           $22.55  

     

REVENUE    

 Dues              $35.00    

 Bus Trip        $2,325.50    

 CCMGA Clothing          $602.00    

 Raffle                        $58.00    

     

 TOTAL REVENUE                 $3,020.50  

     

EXPENSES    

 CHECKS    

 #1536     Jerry Belcher - Postage/NL     $21.21    

 #1537     F & E Sportswear/CCMGA Clothing    $275.00    

 #1538     Capital Trailways/ Bus Trip           $1,169.00    

 #1539     F & E Sportswear/CCMGA Clothing    $292.38    

     

 TOTAL EXPENSES         $(1,757.59) 

     

 Petty Cash           $(22.55) 

     

 ENDING BALANCE          $16,559.66 

 

 

MARCH  TREASURER’S REPORT 
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Mallory Kelley 

Regional Extension 

Agent 

Home Grounds, 

Gardens, Home 

Pests 

 

 

The excitement of spring is in the 

air and that means, time to dig in 

the “dirt.”  I have to admit, the bug 

has bitten me and I have been 

browsing the stores for the new 

plant that is “needed” in my land-

scape.  In the spring time we often 

see the beautiful hydrangeas, azal-

eas, perennials and annuals, but 

also you may be enticed by fruit 

trees.  Fruits can be a great addi-

tion to the home landscape if the 

proper conditions and devotion to 

caring for them are a priority. 

First of all, let’s talk about the easi-

est fruits to grow in Central Ala-

bama.  If you are new to fruits in 

the landscape, start out with those 

that require the least amount of 

maintenance and care, such as: figs, 

pomegranate, blueberries (need 

acid soil), oriental persimmon and 

Muscadines.  These fruits rarely 

require spraying and very little 

pruning, except the Muscatine.  

The Muscatine needs a structure 

to grow on so that can be an initial 

investment of money and labor.  In 

addition, the blueberries will pro-

duce best if there is more than one 

variety for pollination and the mus-

cadines can be self-fertile or fe-

male.  If you plant a female, you 

will need a self-fertile variety to 

accompany it. 

Now for the more difficult fruits to 

grow such as peaches, plums, ap-

ples and pears.  Peaches are self-

fertile so just one tree will do, but 

all the others need another variety 

for pollination.  Tree fruits require 

pruning and training year after year 

for best production. Beyond prun-

ing, sanitation of the orchard or 

tree is very important in your suc-

cess.  Anytime fruit or leaves drop 

from the tree clean it up to pre-

vent the spread of diseases.   

Heavy mulching all the way out to 

the canopy of the tree will also 

help prevent diseases while holding 

in moisture, suppressing weeds and 

adding organic matter.   

Spraying is often required to have a 

healthy crop when it comes to fruit 

trees.  Spray recommendation are 

to start spraying Captan (fungicide) 

as soon as the petals begin to 

open.  Continue to spray every 10-

14 days.  Once the petals are falling 

to the ground and you no longer 

see bees visiting the flowers, start 

spraying Malathion or Sevin for in-

sect control.  Continue spraying 

every 10-14 days and it can be ap-

plied in conjunction with the Cap-

tan once the pollinators are gone. 

Especially for fruit trees it is neces-

sary to thin the fruit.  For peaches, 

pears and apples you will want one 

fruit per 6”- 8” with plums one 

fruit per 4”- 6”.   If the fruit is not 

thinned the tree will try to pro-

duce too many.  The end result is 

all the fruit ends up being the size 

of a golf ball when ripe or the 

stress of too much fruit can cause 

the tree to abort the fruit, meaning 

drop it all at once.  This usually 

occurs about a week before you 

think the fruit is ready to be har-

vested and suddenly every fruit is 

laying on the ground under the 

tree.  Thinning the fruit will greatly 

increase the size of your fruit and 

prevent the weight of the fruit 

from breaking limbs.  

Hopefully this information will im-

prove your home fruit production.  

If  you have more questions about 

growing fruits or any other horti-

culture related question please call 

the Master Gardener Helpline at: 

1877-ALA-GROW (252-4769).  

 

 

Caring for Fruit Trees 
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Lunch & Learn 

Educational Events Committee 

 

April 2  Growing Tomatoes in Your Own 

Back Yard   w/ Mallory Kelley 

 

May 7  Controlling Weeds and Pests in 

the Garden, Lawn, and Flower Beds   

 

June 4 Growing and Caring for Your    

Hydrangeas  

 

All Bugs Good and Bad 2014 Webinar Series 

APRIL 4, 2014, 1:00 pm CDT 

http://www.extension.org/pages/70422/get-ticksmart-webinar-set-for-april-4#.UzPRn_ldXrR 

 

. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

The Forsythe Satsuma                         

atThe Rose-Morse Garden, OAT 

Professor Thomas Mather, PhD is the Director of The University of Rhode Island’s Center 

for Vector-Borne Disease and TickEncounter Resource Center.  Moderator Shawn Banks 

is with the North Carolina State University Cooperative Extension. 

“With more ticks in more places than ever before, there's never been a more 

appropriate time to raise your tick literacy,” Mather says. “Tick encounter 

rates aren't creeping up — they're soaring.” 

https://learn.extension.org/events/1381
http://www.tickencounter.org/about/our_team
http://johnston.ces.ncsu.edu/profile/shawn-banks/
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HELP LINE 

RENA RUSSELL 2012, BRENDA DERAMUS-COLEMAN 2013 

 

The Helpline is up and running, and needs additional volunteers.  Master Gardener 

Interns Justin Skipper and Cheri Youngblood have joined the Helpline team.  Men-

tored by Master Gardeners Carolyn Love-Dorsey and Corinne Lauridson, the interns 

had a successful inaugural experience.  

Their calls ranged from the common to the absurd.  

Calls were    related to Kudzu bugs, pest manage-

ment and large crabgrass.  One additional caller in-

quired about "edible" elephant ears; another,  driving through South Alabama, 

asked "What's the name of the purple trees alongside the highway."  The team is 

awaiting pictures.   

 

Helpline is an enjoyable and enlightening experience. Sign up to join the fun. 

Brenda DeRamus-Coleman 2013 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

 

Photos by Carolyn Love Dorsey 
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COMMITTEE & PROJECT REPORTS  

 

PLANT SALE UPDATE 

It is hard to believe that the annual plant sale is just a few weeks away and will 
be here before we know it.  Our membership has been so generous in giving time, ef-
fort, plants, pots, soil, garden items and even cash to buy what we lacked.  A great 
number of you have signed up to loan wagons, tents and tables.  Many have volun-
teered to price, pick up and deliver our plant material to Frazer as well as work 
in the various venues on the day of the sale.  However, we still need volunteers to 
man the various venues and work the plant sales.  Please watch for the schedule 
that will be sent via MailChimp and sign up where there is a need.   Without your 
help, we cannot complete this project to the degree that we have pledged.   

Also, we still need plant material and garden items.  However, please don’t limit 
yourself to those listed below.  Here is a list of most asked for items of which we 
are short: 

PLANTS  

 

 Roses   Amaryllis  Forsythia  Mexican Petunia 

 Ajuga   Ginger Lily Coneflower Fern 

 Cleome   Lamb’s Ear Horsetail  Elephant Ear 

 Moon Flower  Beautyberry Shasta Daisy Coleus 

 Tiger Lily   Crinum Lily Caladium  Confederate Jasmine 

 

GARDEM ITEMS   

 

 Plant Stands  Benches  Furniture  Ceramic  & Clay Pots 

 Tools   Statuary  Birdhouses Watering Cans 

 

Anything iron (such as broken fencing – rust welcome) 

 

Art or Decorative Items (anything that can be placed in a garden for fun or func-
tion) 

 

*****All of the above can be delivered to Karin Carmichael’s house and left by the 
swing or at the end of the driveway (3508 Lancaster Lane)     OR 

 

*****You can bring your items and/or plants to Frazer’s back parking lot before 
the meeting on April 22.  We will have trucks available to transport everything to 
Karin’s house. 

 

*****Please be sure all plant material is marked as to kind and color.  Everything 
will be priced by the committee starting the week before the sale. 
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Please note that the number of "contacts" should only count those 

people you give information to and not the volunteers you work 

with during a project or sit with during a meeting.   

Notice that we've reworded the note under the "contacts" field in an at-

tempt to clarify this.  It now reads, "How many people did you help or pro-

vide information to at this event?"                                                          

As well, you might read this article linked here in the Autauga MGA news-

letter for further examples.     

http://www.aces.edu/counties/Autauga/documents/

mgnewsletterfeb2014final2.pdf.  

 

Thank you for your attention                                                                                    

Kerry Smith,                                                                                                          

State MG Program Coordinator 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Firebirds Wood Fired Grill @ Eastchase  

Wednesday, April 8, 2014  11:30 

http://www.firebirdsrestaurants.com/fb/menus 

CCMGA Monthly Luncheon 

CLARIFICATION OF CONTACTS 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Southern Region 

Master Gardener 

Conference  

2014  

Baton Rouge, LA  

Oct. 21 – 24, 2014.    

Crown Plaza Hotel  

  

 

Gov. Mansion Workdays 

Every Monday  

Must call Jane McCarthy to 

register before the previous 

Friday to get your name on 

the security list. 

Jane can be reached on her 

cell phone 334-221-9936.  

Her email address is 

mac&jane@att.net 

http://alabamamg.org/AMGAConference.html
http://alabamamg.org/AMGAConference.html
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Great ideas on easy      

container gardening 

from bonnie plants 

Visit our Container Gardening section  

Native Azalea Plant 

Sale 2014 

The Lee County Master 

Gardener Association will 

be hosting a native azalea 

plant sale, as well as com-

panion plants, April 5, 9am 

to 12pm, at the Dean Road 

Recreation Center,         

307 S. Dean Rd. Auburn.  

http://bonnieplants.com/container-gardening/?

utm_source=Bonnie+Newsletter&utm_campaign=fc9ee2d5ba-

Container_Gardening_Secrets3_20_2014&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_a422bae720-

fc9ee2d5ba-188969 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Lee County                          

Master Gardeners         

2014 Garden Tour          

May 17 & 18 

 

See full details on flyer 

on page 21. 

CENTRAL ALABAMA MASTER GARDENER ASSOCIATION 

SPRING PLANT SALE 

SATURDAY, MAY 3, 7:00-2:00 

TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH PARKING LOT 

5375 U S HWY 231, WETUMPKA, AL 

    Great prices and plant selections     

Annuals, perennials 

Trees, shrubs 

Vegetables, herbs 

House plants, garden items 

Gardening demonstrations  

Soil test kits available / free 
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             GRAFTING WORKSHOPS 

Come learn how to graft fruit trees, nut trees and anything in between! 

 

On Thursday, April 10th from 1:00-3:00 the Alabama Cooperative    

Extension System will host a hands-on grafting workshop at E.V. Smith Research Center in    

Macon County.   

 

On Wednesday, April 23rd from 1:00-3:00 the Alabama Cooperative Extension System           

will   host a hands-on grafting workshop at John Neighbors Orchard                                                        

in Coosa County at 550 Holloway Mill Road.  

 

Grafting is a form of plant propagation that involves taking the scion or cutting from one plant and grafting or 

attaching it to the root stock or base of another plant. Both plants need to be closely related to each other 

such as grafting an apple scion onto a rootstock of another apple.   

There are many reasons people propagate plants instead of buying them. Many fruit and nut trees are hard to 

find, and grafting your own may be the best way for a producer to get certain trees. Grafting may be the easi-

est way to get the sentimental plant from a friend or relatives house.  

There is no registration fee for either of these meetings, but you must call to get your name on the list to attend by 

contacting: 

 April 10th Workshop- Cathy Browne at 334-844-5483.  

April 23rd Workshop- Coosa County Extension office at 256-377-4713 

If you are interested in grafting, but can not attend the workshop, take a look at this publication titled Budding 

and Grafting Fruits and Nuts on our extension web site.  It can be found at:      

                 http://www.aces.edu/pubs/docs/A/ANR-0402/. 

 

E.V. Smith Research Center (directions) 

From I- 85 north or south in Macon county take exit 26 to Highway 229 North towards Tallassee. Go approx-

imately one mile until you see a railroad crossing.  Just before the railroad crossing you will see Macon County 

Road 40.  Take a right on county road 40.  The pecan orchard is on the right.   

From Tallassee take Hwy 229 south to the railroad tracks just past the river bridge.  Then take a left on coun-

ty road 40.  The pecan orchard is on the right.   

John Neighbors Property in Coosa County (directions) 

From Alexander City, Alabama take Highway 22 West to 259 South. Travel 259 South to County Road 12. 

Turn left on County Road 12 then take the next left onto Holloway Mill Road. Travel ½ mile to 550 Holloway 

Mill Road.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

www.amgaconference.org 
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Emily C. Smith 

My husband George and I moved to Montgomery in 1973, immediately after graduat-

ing from Auburn and getting married.  We have 2 grown children and 3 

grandchildren.   

After a few years of teaching Home economics, I   was fortunate to be 

able to stay at home and raise our son and daughter. 

I started gardening after the children married and look forward to 

learning and sharing more and more. 

Mirenda Tatum 

My family moved to Montgomery thirty years ago and I’ve been trying 

to garden all of those years.  After retiring from teaching I’ve decided it 

would be a wonderful idea to get educated on best practices.  Having 

grown up on a farm, I should know more than I do! 

Pamela Thornton 

My spouse and my family moved here 13 years ago due to the military.  

My spouse, an Air Force officer moved here before I came with two of my three chil-

dren, my oldest was attending Troy Univ. in Troy, where both my spouse 

and I attended. I am a retired mental health counselor of over 30 years.   

I grew up with my father having a garden.  My spouse and I have always 

had a garden, even in North Dakota, every place we lived except Mont-

gomery.  Last summer I wanted to start a vegetable garden again, and 

now it’s all history.  I’m hooked again but, wanting to learn the correct 

way to garden. 

Continued on the next page 
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WE CONTINUE WITH THE 

THIRD AND FINAL INSTALL-

MENT OF MEET THE INTERNS   
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 Cont’d  from page 14 

David Toellner 

I moved to Montgomery in 1969.  I have two sons and a daugh-

ter and six grandchildren.  I live in the former house of Vivian 

Ashurst, known as Vivian’s Gardens, back in the day – loads of 

camellias.   

I am a retired soccer referee and I use an Earth box for con-

tainer gardening.  

 

Evelena Webb 

My husband Allen and I moved to Montgomery 15 years ago.  

Eight years ago we bought on old ark of a house to ‘fix up’, uti-

lizing my architectural and his carpentry background.  The yard 

was full of pass-along plants because the previous owner was a 

master gardener.  Now I am an ‘accidental gardener’ trying to 

learn much!  Happy for all the help, Thanks. 

 

Georgia Young 

I joined a garden club when I moved to Montgomery four years 

ago.  I love flowers and gardening.  This area is very different, 

and I need help, from my last area up north. 

 

                       Cheri Youngblood 

I have lived in Montgomery for several years.  I am a retired 

school teacher.  I began gardening with my grandfather when I 

was a child.  I am mostly interested in flowers. 
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Prairie Mud Almanac: April Issues 

The Almanac is a link to our history and is designed 
to help enlighten our way forward.  As Winston 
Churchill said, “Those who fail to learn from histo-
ry are doomed to repeat it.” 

AMGA CONFERENCE EDITIONS 

April, 2013 - 1 year ago 

When the April Prairie Mud came out we were 
busy getting ready to attend the AMGA Confer-
ence in Florence, the upcoming Plant Sale, a Suc-
culent Wreath Workshop and a Hypertufa Work-
shop.  We had just attended Linda Franzo’s Cook-
ing with Herbs workshop.  Lunch & Learn was in 
its fourth month and growing and we had just re-
turned from our Bus Trip to the Southeast Flower 
Show in Atlanta. 

April, 2012 - 2 years ago 

The April meeting was held at Vaughn Road 
Nursery.  Our treasury was at an all-time high: 
$9,664 and our Intern Class was the largest ever.  
Barbara Forsythe outlined the upcoming Field 
Trip to Gibbs Gardens in Georgia on April 25.  Ka-
rin Carmichael reported that 31 CCMGA members 
attended the AMGA Conference in Birmingham. 

April, 2011 - 3 years ago 

In her Suzanne Sez column for April, President 
Suzanne Reaves sez’s it best:  As the AMGA con-
ference wraps up in Mobile I want everyone to 
know what a wonderful experience we have had: 
great speakers, good vendors, interesting discus-
sions with other MGs, and an opportunity to get 
to know our fellow CCMGA members better.   
There were about 28 CCMGA members in Mobile 
(we all moved around a lot, and it was hard to get 
an accurate count), but we had an excellent turn-
out.  Next year the conference will be in Birming-
ham, March 22 – 24, perhaps we can beat this 
year’s attendance number!  As good as this con-
ference was we can all be very proud of the expe-
rience we created at our conference in 2010. 

 

The most exciting news I have to share is that 
our own Cathy Maddox was awarded the Mary 
Lou McNabb Master Gardener of the Year 
Award for 2010.   

April, 2010 - 4 years ago 

This issue of The Mud is so interesting that I 
recommend anyone who interned after 2010 to 
read the entire issue. http://www.aces.edu/
counties/Montgomery/PMud/documents/
AprilNewsletter2010.pdf  Very insightful his-
torical data on the 2010 AMGA Conference in 
Montgomery and many things everyone should 
know.  The annual trip was to Eufaula Pilgrim-
age.  

April, 2009 - 5 years ago  

Lisa Lennox, Editor of The Prairie Mud wrote the 
following about the 2009 AMGA Conference in 
Huntsville: “A sizable contingent of us went to the 
2009 State Master Gardeners Convention. It was 
such fun. If anyone had told me I would have fun 
at a convention of gardeners 10 years ago, I would 
have laughed till I was blue in the face. But never 
have I met such a gregarious, knowledgeable, and 
fun group of people. The speakers were by and 
large interesting and funny, the vendors had 
wares of such great variety and of high caliber 
and none of us could leave without buying at least 
a dozen things. I have baskets from Africa that 
are stunning in both quality and cost. There was 
phenomenal pottery, and the various flowers and 
plants available just floored us”. 

April, 2008 - 6 years ago 

Hosting a State Master Gardener Conference is 
an enormous endeavor. Capital City Master  

Gardeners are fortunate to have Cathy Maddox 
as Montgomery’s 2010 Conference Chair, and 
Betsy Coley as her co-chair, since both have var-
ied conference experience.  

Don’t miss out on Daphne, register today, you 
will not regret it. JB Editor. 
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Marie Iannotti         

www.garening.about.com   

   

Looking at 

what articles 

have been 

popular this 

past week, I 

can see that 

our thoughts 

have already turned toward 

that first luscious tomato. It 

may be awhile before we get 

to sink our teeth into it, but 

I thought it might be a good 

time to remind you of 3 all 

too common cultural prob-

lems with growing tomatoes 

and how they need to be 

avoided, rather than cured. 

They are cracking, blossom 

end rot and green shoulders 

and they all wait until you 

are just about to pick your 

prized fruits, before they ap-

pear. This year, let's be pre-

pared.  

Every gardener will experi-

ence some problems when 

growing tomatoes. Too 

much is dependent on the 

weather and other condi-

tions out of the control of 

the gardener. However, 

knowing what you are deal-

ing with can make your to-

mato growing more success-

ful. 

The following 3 tomato 

questions have been asked 

repeatedly every year. Each 

of these tomato growing 

problems has an easy solu-

tion. 

1. Why do tomatoes crack 

as they ripen?              

Otherwise 

healthy looking 

tomatoes split 

open before 

they're even fully 

ripened. What 

happened, how can you stop it 

from happening and are they 

still OK to eat? 

2. Why do the bottom of 

tomatoes turn black and 

soft? (Blossom End Rot)

There may be no 

tomato problem 

more heartbreak-

ing than blossom 

end rot. This tomato problem 

doesn't show itself until the to-

mato begins to ripen and by 

then, it's too late to do any-

thing about it. What's more, all 

the tomatoes on the plant are 

probably going to follow suit. If 

blossom end rot is a reoccur-

ring problem for you, take sim-

ple steps to avoid it at the be-

ginning of the season. 

3. Why is the stem end of 

my tomatoes not ripen-

ing? (Green Shoulders)

You can wait 

and wait and 

wait some 

more, but some 

tomatoes are 

never going to fully change to 

red. Sometimes it's just the 

type of tomato you're growing 

and sometimes the weather 

and sunlight play a hand. 

Three Tomato Plant Problems and                                           
How to Prevent Them 

Marie Iannotti is a longtime mas-

ter gardener and a former Cornell 

Cooperative Extension Horticulture 

Educator, Master Gardener pro-

gram coordinator, and a member 

of the Garden Writer's Association 

and The Garden Conservancy.   

http://gardening.about.com/od/vegetablepatch/f/TomatoCracks.htm
http://gardening.about.com/od/vegetablepatch/f/TomatoCracks.htm
http://gardening.about.com/od/vegetablepatch/f/BlossomEndRot.htm
http://gardening.about.com/od/vegetablepatch/f/BlossomEndRot.htm
http://gardening.about.com/od/vegetablepatch/f/BlossomEndRot.htm
http://gardening.about.com/od/vegetablepatch/f/GreenShoulders.htm
http://gardening.about.com/od/vegetablepatch/f/GreenShoulders.htm
http://gardening.about.com/od/vegetablepatch/f/GreenShoulders.htm
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Fruits and Nuts 

 Season for strawberry 
planting continues. 

 Start spray program for 
all fruits. 

 Plant raspberries and 
blackberries and continue budding 
apples and peaches. 

Shrubs 

 Prune spring flowering 
shrubs after flowering. 

 Fertilize azaleas and ca-
mellias. 

 When new growth is half 
completed, spray all shrubs with a 
fungicide. 

Lawns 

 Planting continues. 

 New lawns may need 
supplementary watering. 

 Also, fertilize at 3- to 6-
week intervals. 

 Keep ryegrass cut low, particularly 
if over-planted on bermuda lawns. 

Roses 

 Watch for insects and dis-
eases. 

 Keep old flower heads re-
moved. 

 Plant container-grown 
plants from nurseries or garden 
centers. 

Annuals and Perennials 

 Plant early started annuals 
or bedding plants from 
nurseries or garden centers. 

 Divide mums or root cut-
tings. Dig and divide dahlias. 

 

Bulbs 

 Plant gladiolus, fancy-
leaved caladiums, milk and 
wine lilies, and ginger and 
gloriosa lilies. 

 Feed bearded iris with su-
perphosphate and spray for 
borers. 

 Avoid cutting foliage of narcissus or 
other bulbs until it has turned 
brown naturally. 

Miscellaneous 

 Spray camellias, hol-
lies, etc., for scale in-
sects. 

 Carefully water new 
plantings of shrubs and 
trees. 

 Pinching out tips of new shoots 
promotes more compact shrubs. 

Vegetable Seeds 

 Plant tender vegeta-
bles such as beans, 
corn, squash, melons, 
and cucumbers. 

 Plant heat-loving veg-
etables in lower south 
Alabama. 

Vegetable Plants 

 Plant tomatoes, pep-
pers, eggplants, sweet 
potatoes, and parsley. 

TO DO’S IN THE APRIL GARDEN   

ANR-47 HTTP: //WWW.ACES.EDU/PUBS/DOCS/A/ANR-0047/ANR-0047.PDF 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
March     30 31 1 2 3 4 5 

        

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

       

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

       

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

       

27 28 29 30 May         1 2 3 

 

 

 

   

         

 

EVENTS & OCCASIONS FOR APRIL       

Volunteer Hours available every Monday @ governors mansion, Help Line, 

Wednesdays @ Shakespeare and Lanark, Fridays  @ MPS Arboretum        

 2nd - Lunch & Learn Noon to 1pm.   Tomatoes  

 w/Mallory Kelley      PG. 5 

 4th - Webinar  Ticks  Pg. 5       

 5th - MADS Plant Sale, Santuck 6am Pg. 11 

 5th Lee County MG Azalea Sale - Pg.  10 

 8th - Canning Workshop - Sold Out 

 9th - Monthly Luncheon - Firebirds, Eastchase. 11:30 

12th - Floria & Fauna @ Lanark Pg. 9 

17th - Lilly’s Garden Workday 

22nd - CCMGA Meeting - Irises  

26th - CCMGA Plant Sale 8 - 12  Pg. 7 

 

Violets 

 

CCMGA 

Meeting  

Monthly       

Luncheon          

11:30 

 

  

Help 

Line  

 

Help Line 

 

 

 

Help Line 

 

Help 

Line  

 Intern Class 

 
Intern Class 

 

 

 Intern Class 

Intern Class 

 

Vol. 

Hrs. 

8-11 

Vol. 

Hrs. 

8-11 

Vol. 

Hrs. 

8-11 

Vol. 

Hrs. 

8-11 

Vol. 

Hrs. 

8-11 

Vol. 

Hrs. 

8-11 

Vol. 

Hrs. 

8-11 

CCMGA 

PLANT SALE 

PG. 7 

Flora Fauna at 

Lanark  

Lee County MG 

Native Azalea 

Plant Sale      

pg. 10 

                       

Lilly’s Garden  

Workday             

9am 
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 CCMGA Officers, 2014 

Tom McLemore            President  

Terese Goodson           Vice President  

Jan Gill                          Treasurer  

Janine Koslofsky            Secretary  

Send articles & items for newsletter to  

Jerry Belcher, Editor 

Phone: 334-467-5534 

E-mail: jerrybelcher66@gmail.com 

 

Kathie Mangum, Proofreader    

Mac McLellan, Staff Photographer 

Carolyn Love Dorsey, Staff Photographer          

Sara Brown, Mailing Coordinator 

Lynette Morse, Contributor 

Brenda DeRamus-Coleman, Contributor            

2014  YTD 

 Volunteer Hours  

2,030 

EDU Hrs.   

407 

Contacts  

14,479 

2014 STATE RANKING 

Volunteer Hrs.    4th   

EDU                    1st   

Contacts             1st 

 

We have reached the end of the 1st 

Quarter of 2014  and only 78 mem-

bers have recorded volunteer 

hours.  Only 55 minus the interns. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEIL STRONACH            4/2 

LYL PARKER             4/4 

DEBBIE WAKEFIELD            4/8 

RICHARD MOORE          4/16 

CINDY MCKENZIE          4/17 

ALLAN WEIL           4/17 

DALE SHEPHERD          4/25 

KIM HOOVER                     4/28 

 

Published by the Alabama Cooperative Extension System (Alabama A&M and Auburn Universities) in cooperation with the U.S. Department 

of Agriculture. An Equal Opportunity Educator and Employer.  

Submitted 

by  

Suzanne 

Brookhart 

2006  
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Lee County Master Gardeners                                               

2014 Garden Tour coming May 17 & 18 

The Lee County Master Gardeners Association is pleased to announce the upcoming 2014 Garden Tour 

on May 17th and 18th. This tour continues a decade-long tradition of showcasing inspirational and educa-

tional gardens to the public. It is a fundraiser to support worthy horticulture-related community projects, 

programs and scholarships.  

 

Visitors will see their favorite elements in the Garden Tour:  Beautiful private gardens, great design ideas 

and locally-successful plants.  In addition, this year Jule Collins Smith Museum of Fine Art, Auburn Univer-

sity and Auburn University Ag Heritage Park’s Red Barn will be two free stops on the tour offering fun 

family events to help commemorate the 100 year anniversary of the Cooperative Extension System, our 

parent organization. 

 

There will be a tour booklet that includes your ticket, garden descriptions, a tour map, and a list of Master 

Gardener Association projects. All gardens will be staffed by Lee County Master Gardeners, Friends of 

MGs, and knowledgeable, friendly volunteers. Prominent and interesting plants at each garden will be iden-

tified and listed.  

 

Tickets: $20 in advance at Ace Hardware, Blooming Colors, The Flower Store, and the Auburn and Ope-

lika Chambers of Commerce. Children 12 and under are free.  On tour days, tickets are $25 at the gar-

dens. Visit www.LeeMG.org, for garden addresses and an interactive map.  

 

Jule Collins Smith Museum Café is providing delicious, pre-order box lunches from Catering by Ursula . 

Call Jennie at 334-444-1804 to reserve your lunch. Pre-orders $8, Day of Tour $10, Children $6.  

 

Come enjoy a diverse selection of gardens. Learn from gardening enthusiasts and fantasize how you will 

adapt all the creative ideas you discover.  The Lee County Master Gardeners are looking forward to see-

ing you and your family on the tour!  

For more information please call 478-607-0805 or email 2014GardenTour@gmail.com. 

 



 22 

 

Grafting        

Workshop 

“Grafting Fruits and Nuts and Anything in Between” 

Hosted by the 

Alabama Cooperative Extension System 

 

Thursday, April 10, 2013 

E.V. Smith Research Station, Shorter, Alabama 

1:00-3:00 p.m. 

Wednesday, April 23, 2013 

John Neighbors property in Coosa County, 

550 Holloway Mill Road 

1:00-3:00 p.m. 
 

                                                         THIS WILL BE A HANDS-ON ACTIVITY! 
                        To sign-up for the grafting class at E.V. Smith, contact Cathy Browne at 

334-844-5483 by April 8th. 

To sign up for the grafting class at John Neighbors property in 

Coosa County, contact the Coosa County Extension Office at        

256-377-4713 by April 21st.  There is No Cost to attend, but pre-

registration is required. 

 

E.V. Smith Research Center 

From I- 85 North or South in Macon County take exit 26 to Highway 229 North towards Tallassee. Go approximately 

one mile until you see a railroad crossing.  Just before the railroad crossing you will see Macon County Road 40.  Take a 

right on County Road 40.  The Pecan Orchard is on the right.   

 


