
I hope everyone is ready for our garden visit on Friday, May 10th.  This is our regular meeting date but we 

will be meeting at Edith Johnston's lovely home.  Directions are included in this newsletter.  Spring has 

been so pretty and things are blooming everywhere!  I hope you have had chances to see pretty gardens 

(including your own), work in gardens, visit garden shops, volunteer wherever you delight, and just "stop 

and smell the roses".  

 

The state Master Gardener meeting in Florence was very good.  We had several members of our group 

attend so ask them what they learned.  Mary K. Tomas and I attended as your officers and enjoyed 

learning new things.  I remember an interesting comment made by one speakeré "Every time a plant dies 

will give you another gardening opportunity". I believe that gives me several opportunities!  How about 

you??   

 

Aldridge Gardens Spring plant sale is coming up.  It will be held Friday, May 10, from 9 -4 (that is our 

meeting day) and Saturday, May 11, from 9 -12.  There will be lots of beautiful plants for sale as well as 

opportunities to work if you choose.  Call LeAnne Porter at 682 -8019 if you want to work. You can come to 

our meeting on Friday morning and shop at Aldridge Gardens in the afternoon or on Saturday!  

 

During our last meeting several folks received stars for volunteer hours.  Please keep up with your hours 

and record them.  Jan Rogers is always happy to walk you through the process of recording hours if you 

need help. Let me know what volunteer projects you are working on (also talk with Rita Forrest) so we 

can let all the members hear about them.  

 

Please consider becoming a mentor for the 2013 Master Gardener class beginning in August.  Sundra 

Smith will be in charge of mentors and she is very interested in knowing which of you will volunteer.  We 

need lots of volunteers.  You get hours for this too!  

 

We have had a large number of members attend our meetings lately. YEA!!!  If you know folks that you 

haven't seen in a while, please call and encourage them to come back!  I love seeing your smiling faces 

and hearing about your beautiful gardens!  

 

Remember to bring a sack lunch to our meeting on Friday at Edith's home.  Folks volunteered to bring 

cookies and Edith is providing drinks.  The meeting starts at 10 am and it is always nice to bring a folding 

chair.  Bring your camera also because I know you will want some pictures!  Everyone can bring plants to 

share and a big plant for the special drawings.  It is always fun to leave with new plants!  

 

Your President,  

Susan 
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Shelby County Master Gardenersô Association 

Minutes ï April 12, 2013  

 
Call to Order ï Susan Seng called the meeting to order and made a few announcements. BBG Sale was big 
success. Thanks to all who helped. Several volunteer opportunities: Dianne McKinnon needs help with the Oak 
Mountain Fishing May 8 ï 10. Aldridge Gardens Sale May 10 ï 11. Ruffner Mountain Plant Sale coming up 
soon. 
 
Minutes of last meeting accepted as published in Gardenersô Gab 
 
Treasurerôs Report accepted as published in Gardenersô Gab 
 
Committee  Reports :  
1. Please let the Sunshine Coordinator, Karen Kendall, know if you hear of anyone who could use a card. 
2. Rita Forrest, Projects Coordinator, wants to create a website and needs some input. Barbara Williams and 

Edith Johnson volunteered. Several suggestions were made as to where to look for ideas. 
3. It was noted that our newest members, George and Pat Hare, are not receiving the newsletter. 
 
Recommendation to the board  from Murray Williamson that a Memorial Gift be made to Aldridge Gardens, 
BBG, or the Scholarship fund for any member or former member who dies. An amount of $50 - $100 was 
recommended. This will go before the board. He also mentioned that their garden would be ñopenò sometime in 
late May or early June and he has plants to share as well as concrete wire for tomato cages. 
 
Announcements : There will be a two-hour Gardening Class on Veggies May 23 10:00 a.m. until noon. 
 
New Business: ñMembers Reach New Heightsò. Stars were given out by Cathy Canant to Brenda Fitzgerald, 
Jan Rogers, Susan Seng, Mary K. Tomas, Jane Harris, Phyllis Love, Diane McKinnon, Lloyd Mehaffy, Ruby 
Duncan, Michelle Hill, Edith Johnson, Sandra Jones, Linda Powers, and Sundra Smith. 
 
Next Month we will have a tour  of some of our membersô gardens on May 10. We will begin with Edith 
Johnstonôs garden. Bring a special plant for the ñClean Santaò swap as well as any extra plants for the Plant 
Swap. Bring a sack lunch. Desserts will be provided by Linda Powers and Beth Heerten. 
 
Todayôs speaker, Arnold Rutkis, of Stoneshovel, was introduced by Mary K Tomas. He gave a wonderful talk 
on native plants and brought some to sell. 
 
Following our program Tom Harris gave the blessing before our pot-luck lunch. There were forty-one in 
attendance. 
 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

Beth Heerten, Secretary  
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Directions to Edith Johnston's home:    

2643 Chandalar Circle, Pelham, AL   35124.  Phone number 620 - 2922  

 
From I - 65 South:  Take Exit 242 (tank farm). Turn right onto CR -52 (towards Hwy 31).  At 

light turn right onto Hwy 31.  Travel 2.3 miles on Hwy 31 (past Myers Pottery) until you see 
Nino's Restaurant.  Turn left onto Chandalar Drive. Take first right onto Chandalar Circle. 
Parking all along the circle and in Edith's driveway.  

 
From I - 65 North:  Take Exit 242 (tank farm). Turn left onto CR -52 (towards Hwy 31).  At 

light turn right onto Hwy 31.  Travel 2.3 miles on Hwy 31 (past Myers Pottery) until you see 
Nino's Restaurant.  Turn left onto Chandalar Drive. Take first right onto Chandalar Circle. 

Parking all along the circle and in Edith's driveway.  
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FRUITS AND NUTS ïContinue spray program. Keep grass from around trees and straw-
berries. Peaches and apples can still be budded. 
SHRUBS ï Newly planted shrubs need extra care now and in coming weeks. Donôt spray 
with oil emulsions when temperature is above 85 °F. 
LAWNS ï Now is the best time to start lawns from seed. Water new lawns as needed to 
prevent drying. Keep established lawns actively growing by watering, fertilizing, and mow-
ing. Spray weeds in lawns with proper herbicide. 
ROSES ï Spray or dust for insects and diseases. Fertilize monthly with complete fertilizer 
or rose special. Container-grown plants in flower may be planted. Prune climbing roses 
after the first big flush of flowering. 
ANNUALS AND PERENNIALS - Late plantings of bedding plants still have time to pro-
duce. Watch for insects on day lilies. 
BULBS - Summer bulbs started in containers may still be planted. Do not remove foliage 
from spring flowering bulbs. Do not let seed heads form on tulips and other spring flower-
ing bulbs. 
MISCELLANEOUS  ï Mulch new shrub plantings if not already done. Avoid drying out 
new shrub, tree, and lawn plantings. 
VEGETABLE SEED ï Plant heat-loving and tender vegetables. Start cauliflower, Brus-
sels sprouts, and celery in cold-frame for fall garden. 
VEGETABLES ï Plant tomatoes, peppers, eggplants, and sweet potatoes. 

ALABAMA GARDENERôS CALENDAR FOR MAY 

Shelby County Master Gardener volunteers at Birmingham Botanical Garden Plant Sale  
 

Front row (L -R): Katherine Walsh, Carol Beard, Dakota Pace, Susan Seng, Terri DiMuro, Jeanon Massien, 
Linda Powers? Back row (L -R): Judy Bynum, Tom Harris, Rita Forrest, Phyllis Love, Joy Dearing, Jane Harris 


