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Autauga County Master Gardeners Association

I November/December 2015
ENTERTAIN, EDUCATE, ELEVATFE

My Drinking Buddies

Well | finally found some drinking buddies | can trust. These buddies are
especially jovial and festive during the holiday season. However, it takes a
little early preparation. | went to Walmart and bought three packs of pa-
perwhites (Narcisus). Next | will plant some at two week intervals to keep
blooming plants into January. | will just put them in stones and water in a
nice warm place and wait for them to sprout. These flowers are known to
get too tall and fall over. So one can stunt their growth with, you guessed
it, alcohol (whiskey, vodka, rum, etc). If you are too embarrassed to buy
the good stuff you can use rubbing alcohol but don’t drink it. When the
bloom stem reaches two inches pour of the water and use a mixture of
water with 5% alcohol. You got it. One sip for me and one for the flowers.

Remember when calculating the percentage that 40 proof is actually 20
percent alcohol. There is a handy chart following this article that will give
you the right calculations to get 5% alcohol solution
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o They will need some sun when they start to bloom. Don’t leave flowers in sun too long
or they won’t last. These make wonderful table decorations.

10% Alcohol = 1 Part Water to 1 Part Alcohol
15% Alcohol = 2 Parts Water to 1 Part Alcohol
20% Alcohol = 3 Parts Water to 1 Part Alcohol
25% Alcohol = 4 Parts Water to 1 Part Alcohol
30% Alcohol = 5 Parts Water to 1 Part Alcohol
35% Alcohol = 6 Parts Water to 1 Part Alcohol
40% Alcohol = 7 Parts Water to 1 Part Alcohol
Etc.

Remember 60 proof is equal to 30% alcohol. The alcohol does not hurt the flowers it just
stunts their growth. Happy drinking (I mean happy flowering.)
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For increased success, controlling fire ants should definitely be a team effort. Working with neighbors or
surrounding landowners can greatly boost your success. Fire ant control is more effective when larger
areas are treated. When an 80-90% control rate is acceptable, consider participating in a community- or
neighborhood-wide treatment program. If the problem is widespread, a large treatment plan could be
more effective than treating in small areas. Flanders said Extension professionals have developed a com-

munity-wide management program that is available for use and implementation.

For more information on controlling fire ants, please visit http://www.extension.org/fire_ants.

UGA5190075


http://www.extension.org/fire_ants
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From Pam Olson: Here’s your monthly reminder to bring items for the “Cultivating Our Com-
munity” project with you to the next meeting. Pam Olson usually collects them. If she’s not at
the meeting, Nancy Waggoner steps in. This is our sister project to the Prattville-Autauga
Demonstration Garden. Produce from the garden supplies fresh vegetables to AICC, Autauga
Interfaith Care Center — our county’s food bank. But people who need a temporary helping
hand have many needs in addition to food. Cleaning products, both personal and for the
home, can take a big bite out of one’s wallet yet are essential for one’s dignity. We, as individ-
ual members, help supply the non-food items. AICC is in constant need of: adult toothbrush-
es, toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant, dish detergent, laundry detergent, and household
cleaners. Smaller-sized store brand cleaning products are better because your dollars put
products into more bags at the center. Sample sizes of any of the items are okay, too. Any-
thing is appreciated! As with all our MG projects, participation is optional.

Pam Olson reported that last year we donated 145 pounds of personal care and cleaning
products (and most of the personal care items don't weigh very much)

in addition to almost 20 cosmetic bags to be used in gift baskets for ladies,

a school backpack, and a set of sheets,

PALS Beautification Award

Anytime you see a yard that you would like to nominate for this award and do not have a nomination form, please get
the information to me, Rose McCauley, by regular mail, email or drop it by my home. Include the following:

Your name and contact information

Category - Private House, Business, School, Government
Nominee's Name (if you have it)

Nominee's Address

Nominee's Phone Number (if you have it)

Directions

Reasons for Nomination

If you have any questions, please let me know.

Rose McCauley
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November Board Meeting and Maxwell Tour
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Anthony Yarbrough, Editor
Email: ayarb@knology.net
May God Bless




